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THE PUBLICATION

[1]

The publication is a 214 page paperback book on various methods
of suicide. It consists of information and opinion. It states that it
is intended for the terminally ill and the elderly. The book is
divided into 15 chapters, each with headings and sub-headings.

__Additional comments from the Authors about matters discussed

in those.chapters.or.under particular sub-headings are included in

italicised sections. There are tables measuring the characteristics
and efficacy of the suicide methods discussed, diagrams and
chemical equations, lists of materials needed for some but not all
suicide methods, photographs, bibliographic references, an index,
a “reorder” form for the publication and a donation form for Exit
International.

PRIOR DECISIONS

[2]

There are prior decisions made in respect to three interim
restriction applications made by the Society and two by Right to
Life New Zealand (Inc) (“Right to Life™). Those decisions should
be read in conjunction with this decision.

TWO PUBLICATIONS

(3]

[4]

[3]

[6]

[7]

There are two publications of The Peaceful Pill Handbook which
are referred to in submissions. The first is The Peaceful Pill
Handbook (New Revised International Edition), (The
International Edition) the second is The Peaceful Pill Handbook
(Revised New Zealand Edition), (the New Zealand Edition).

To the best of the Board’s knowledge, there were only three
copies of the International Edition run, one of which was used by
the OFLC to classify the publication. A second copy of the
International Edition was used by the President in the 3 interim
restriction applications.

The Board has been provided with copies of the New Zealand
Edition on which it bases this decision.

It is the New Zealand Edition which is currently available for sale
in New Zealand.

The Board has received submissions from the Society,
Kensington Swan and the OFL.C on the differences between the
International Edition and the New Zealand Edition. There are 46
differences between the two publications. Forty of the
differences relate to “the same photograph but better quality”
while one photograph is “the same photograph but in colour”,
The New Zealand Edition is on better quality paper.



In respect to the text, the differences are, the order form on page
212, the front and back covers, the acknowledgement page and
the publishing information. The New Zealand Edition is smaller
in physical size than the International Edition.

The changes to the front cover, the acknowledgement page,
publishing information and order form have been reformatted to
comply with the GFLC decision. None of the material described
15 objectionable and would not require redaction. The quality of
the print or size of the publication does not change the nature of
the book.

The Board’s finding is that the redactions in both publications are
identical.

SUBMISSIONS

The Society for Promotion of Community Standards Inc (“The
Society”)

(a) Letter dated 11 May 2008.

) Submission dated 15 May 2008.

(c) Email 16 May 2008 to Mr Boyle.

(d)  Email dated 30 May 2008.

(e)  Application for Review dated 1 June 2008.

(f) Submission dated 5 June 2008.

(g)  Email dated 6 June 2008,

(h) Email dated 9 June 2008.

(i) Submission dated 13 June 2008.

)] Submission dated 27 June 2008,

(k)  Email dated 3 July 2008.

)] Email dated 9 July 2008.

(m)  Email dated 28 July 2008,

(n)  Formal complaint dated 4 August 2008.

A Letter dated 11 May 2008 to the Secretary of Internal Affairs
[8] Seeks leave to apply to the Board.



[9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

[16]

(17}

[18]

Submission dated 15 May 2008

Submission to the Secretary of Internal Affairs seeks that The
Peaceful Pill Handbook (New Revised International Edition) be
banned.

Comments on suicide rates amongst young people in New
Zealand.

Refers to sections 3(3)(1) and 3(4) seeks the publication be
classified as “objectionable.”

Considers that the book has “an immense potential for causing
untold injury to the public good”.

Email 16 May to Mr Boyle

Attaches media comment and details on Exit International.

Email dated 30 May 2008

Attaches correspondence from Hon. Jim Anderton MP.

Application for Review dated 1 June 2008

Application for Interim Restriction Order dated 5 June 2008

Advising that the Secretary has established a prima facie case by
granting leave.

Attaches media information,

Email dated 6 June 2008

Attaches a media article.

Email dated 9 June 2008

Refers to media articles.



[19]

(20]

[21]

[22]

[23]

[24]

[25]

[26]

[27]

[28]

[29]

Submission dated 13 June 2008

Makes application in support of an interim restriction application
which has been dealt with in Decision Number Three.

Attaches media articles.

Application for Interim Restriction Order dated 27 June 2008

Was supplied in respect to an application for a further interim
restriction order and has been dealt with in Decision Number
Five.

Attaches various media articles.
Seeks that the book be classified objectionable.

Refers to the Decision in Baise-Moi in respect to interim
restriction orders.

Email dated 3 July 2008

Refers to media articles,

Email dated 9 July 2008

Seeks a further interim restriction order which has been dealt with
in Decision Number Seven.

Refers to various media articles.

Email dated 28 July 2008

Seecks that all previous submissions be considered in the
substantive application.

Refers to various media articles.

Summary of formal complaint dated 4 August 2008



[30] The book on sale in Wellington is not the book which was
classified.

[31] There are five examples of differences in the book including three
on the front cover, one in the blurb on the back cover, and the
existence of coloured photographs.

Right te Life Inc

A. Applications for interim restriction orders

[32] These submissions have been dealt with in earlier decisions
which are to be read in conjunction with this decision.

B. Undated Submission
Prima Facie Case

[33] Being granted leave, it has established a prima facie case.
Australian Classification Review Board

[34] The Australian Classification Review Board classified the
publication as objectionable.

The Classification

[35] Iscurrently R18 but is available on the internet.
Government Suicide Prevention Action Plan

[36] Discusses the same.

Human Rights Issue
[37] Considers that this is a right to life issue.
Duty to Protect Life

[38] The first duty of the State is to protect the lives of its citizens
from conception to natural death, including the weak and
vulnerable.

[39]  Refers to 5.179 of the Crimes Act in assisting suicide.

NZ Bill of Rights
[40]  Refers to s.5 but considers that free speech should not be used in

a manner which will harm another.

Submissions from other Organisations



[41]

[42]

[43]

[44]

[45]

[46]

[47]

[48]

[49]

[50]

[51]

[52]

Shares the concerns of the New Zealand Police and the Ministry
of Health.

Age Concern Canterbury

Shares the concem of Age Concern Canterbury.
Youth Suicide

Notes the statistics.

Additional Matters to be Considered

Considers s.3(4)(a) the dominant effect.

Refers to s.3(4)(c) does not accept that the book has any social or
scientific merit and submits that it is morally reprehensible.

S.3(4)(d) considers that the book will be obtained by depressed
young persons under 18.

Refers to s.3(4)(e) considers that the book promotes an unlawful
activity, including importation of a class C prohibited drug.

The Meaning of Objectionable
Refers to 5.179 of the Crimes Act.

Refers to the fact that in New Zealand two Death with Dignity
bills have been defeated.

Considers that suicide is a tragedy for the deceased, family and
society.

Considers that the book promotes and supports violence through
“self murder”.

Seeks that the book be banned.

Submission by Age Concern

Submission dated 20 June 2008

[53]

[54]

[35]

Objects to the current rating.

Considers the publication promotes violence by self-inflicted
harm causing death and targets the elderly and terminally ill.

Expresses concern over risk to those with depression and mental
illness.



[56]

Strongly objects to the value judgment contained in the Decision,
ie that the lives of the elderly and terminally ill are not as worthy
as those of other adults. The implication that the release of such a
publication is justified because the target audience is the elderly
and terminally ill is offensive, discriminatory and ageist.

Submissions by Authors

A.

[57]

(58]

[59]

[60]

[61]

[62]

[63]

[64]

[65]

Submissions in respect to interim restriction order
applications

These have been dealt with in earlier decisions which are to be
read in conjunction with this decision,

Submission dated 29 July 2008

Statutory Framework

Section 52 requires a de novo decision from the Board.
Extentive Redactions

Sets out the redactions which have occurred.

Submits that “in summary all sections relating to criminal
activity, including the undetectability ratings accorded to each
method in the Exit RP test, have been redacted”.

Section 3(1)
Crime

It is accepted that the publication comes within the subject matter
gateway of crime including sections 113, 116 and 179 of the
Crimes Act 1961.

The way in which the publication deals with crime is not
injurious to the public good.

Violence
Violence 1is not the focus of the book,

The focus is not on hanging, asphyxiation or the use of firearms
but in peaceful means of ending life,

Section 3(2)
Is not applicable.

Section 3(3)



[66]

[67]

[68]

[69]

[70]

[71]

Accepts the book falls within s.3B(3)(a}(i) but not $.3(3)(a)(1).
Promotion of Criminal Acts

The book no longer promotes criminal acts.

Freedom of Expression

Section 14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act applies.
Irrelevant Considerations

Irrelevant considerations raised by the Society and Right to Life
include Dr Nitschke’s character, other publications by the Author
and the position of the Medical Council and who forwarded the
book for classification .

Conclusion

“Now that the sections of the book which instruct in criminal
activity have been systematically redacted, there is no longer any
reason for the book to be classified objectionable. Although it
does deal with crime and violence, it does not do so in a manner
which is likely to be injurious to the public good.”

The Authors accept the Classification Office decision of R18 is
appropriate.

Submission of Office of Film & Literature Classification

A,

[72]

[73]

[74]

Applications for Interim Restriction Orders

These have been dealt with in earlier decisions which are to be
read in conjunction with this decision.

Submission dated 7 August 2008
Classification Criteria

“The revised version of the publication still deals with matters of
crime in terms of 5.3(1) but, it is submitted, no longer in a manner
that is likely to injure the public good if its availability is
restricted to adults.”

Smuggling

Information on how to smuggle Nembutal into New Zealand has
been blacked out.

Manufacture and Use of lllegal Drugs



[75]

[76]

[77]

[78]

[79]

[80]

[81]

[82]

(83]

There is no longer information provided on the illegal
manufacture and use of various drugs.

Removing Evidence of Aiding or Abetting a Suicide

Notes that the book has been edited to remove references to
“cleaning up after a suicide”.

Inciting, Counselling or Procuring any Person to Commit Suicide

Refers to Attorney-General v Able & Ors [1984] 1 All ER 277
and R v Tamatea (2003) 20 CRNZ 363 in asserting that sale and
distribution of the book itself is unlikely to attract prosecution
under s.179 of the Crimes Act 1961.

Notes that Law Reform necessitates description of benefits of the
thing or practice to be reformed. The Act therefore generally is
not applied to expressions of opinion or attitude. The book does
not promote or encourage criminal activity.

Section 3(3)(d) does not apply to the Author’s preference for
Nembutal as an end of life means. There is no longer practical
instruction on how to commit particular crimes sufficient to fall
within s.3(3)(d).

Section 3(3)(a)(i)

The section does apply to killing oneself which is dealt with
extensively in the publication. The means of suicide are
“described in a manner that is factual, clinical and instructional”

Section 3B(3)(a)(i)
The book cannot be banned under s.3B(3).

Despite the “words of caution” the book may appeal to some
vulnerable young people: “vounger readers are less likely to
recognise that the book is not intended for them or be able to
weigh the information in the book against the knowledge that
troubles can be overcome and that life can be enjoyable again
with time and effort. Other young readers are likely to be
disturbed by the material and could become unnecessarily fearful
that they will prematurely lose loved ones who may be elderly or
i

“The risk of imitation by young persons of the self-harm outlined
in the book, particularly those less complicated methods of
suicide such as the use of an exit-bag is significant. Unless
restricted to persons 18 years of age and over, the Classification
Office submits that this material is likely to be injurious to the
public good because, in terms of s.3B(3), the general levels of
emotional and intellectual development and maturity of persons

i0



under that age mean that the availability of the publication fo
those persons would be likely to cause them to be greatly
disturbed or shocked and increase significantly the risk of them
killing, or causing serious harm to, themselves, others, or both.”

New Zealand Bill of Rights Act

[84]  Section 5 applies.

APPLICABLE LEGISLATION

The Films, Videos and Publications Classification Act 1993 (“The
Act”)

[85] In making its decision the Board is bound by the Act, the
applicable sections in numerical order are s3(1), s3(2)(f), s3(3),
$3(4) and s3B.

3. Meaning of “objectionable” —

(1) For the purposes of this Act, a publication is
objectionable if it describes, depicts, expresses, or
otherwise deals with matters such as sex, horror, crime,
cruelty, or violence in such a manner that the
availability of the publication is likely to be injurious to
the public good.

) A publication shall be deemed to be objectionable for
the purposes of this Act if the publication promotes or
supports, or tends to promote or support, -

H acts of torture or the infliction of extreme
violence or extreme cruelty.

3) In determining, for the purposes of this Act, whether or
not any publication (other than a publication to which
subsection (2) applies) is objectionable or should in
accordance with section 23(2) be given a classification
other than objectionable, particular weight shall be
given to the extent and degree to which, and the
manner in which the publication —

@) describes, depicts, or otherwise deals with —
(i) acts of torture, the infliction of serious
physical harm, or acts of significant
cruelty;

(iii}  other sexual or physical conduct of a
degrading or  dehumanising or
demeaning nature;

11



3B

(4)

{c) degrades or dehumanises or demeans any
person;

@ promeotes or encourages criminal acts or acts of
terrorism,

In determining, for the purposes of this Act, whether or
not any publication (other than a publication to which
subsection (2) applies) is objectionable or should in
accordance with section 23(2) be given a classification
other than objectionable, the following matters shall
also be considered:

(a) the dominant effect of the publication as a
whole;

(b the impact of the medium in which the
publication is presented;

{(c) the character of the publication, including any
merit, value, or importance that the publication
has in relation to literary, artistic, social,
cultural, educational, scientific, or other
matters,

(d) the persons, classes of persons, or age groups
of the persons to whom the publication is
intended or 1s likely to be made available;

(e) the purpose for which the publication is
intended to be used;

63 any other relevant circumstances relating to the
intended or likely use of the publication.

Publication may be age-restricted if likely to be injarious to
public good for specified reasons

(D

)

)

A publication to which subsection (2) applies may be
classified as a restricted publication under section

23(2)(e)().

This subsection applies to a publication that contains
material specified in subsection (3) to such an extent or
degree that the availability of the publication would, if
not restricted to persons who have attained a specified
age, be likely to be injurious to the public good for any
or all of the reasons specified in subsection (4).

The material referred to in subsection (2) is material
that —

(a) describes, depicts, expresses, or otherwise
deals with —

12



CY

(i) harm to a person’s body whether it
involves infliction of pain or not (for
example, self-mutilation or similarly
harmful body modification) or self-
inflicted death; or

(i1) conduct that, if imitated, would pose a
real risk of serious harm to self or
others or both; or

(iii)  physical conduct of a degrading or
dehumanising or demeaning nature; or

The reasons referred to in subsection (2) are that the
general levels of emotional and intellectual
development and maturity of persons under the
specified age mean that the availability of the
publication to those persons would be likely to —

(2) cause them to be greatly disturbed or shocked;
or

(b) increase significantly the risk of them killing,
or causing serious harm to, themselves, others,
or both; or

{c) encourage them to treat or regard themselves,
others, or both, as degraded or dehumanised or
demeaned.

New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990

[86]  The following sections of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act
1990 (hereinafter called “the Bill of Rights™} apply:

4.

Other enactments not affected - No court shall, in
relation to any enactment (whether passed or made
before or after the commencement of this Bill of
Rights}, -

(a) Hold any provision of the enactment to be
impliedly repealed or revoked, or to be in any
way invalid or ineffective; or

(b) Decline to apply any provision of the
enactment —

by reason only that the provision is inconsistent with
any provision of this Bill of Rights.

Justified limitations — Subject to section 4 of this Bill

of Rights, the rights and freedoms contained in this Bill
of Rights may be subject only to such reasonable limits

13



prescribed by law as can be demonstrably justified in a
free and democratic society.

6. Interpretation consistent with Bill of Rights to be
preferred — Wherever an enactment can be given a
meaning that is consistent with the rights and freedoms
contained in this Bill of Rights, that meaning shall be
preferred to any other meaning.

14, Freedom of expression — Everyone has the right to
freedom of expression, including the freedom to seek,
receive, and impart information and opinions of any
kind in any form.

THE DECISION

Versions of the Peaceful Pill

[87]

[88]

The Board has exhaustively scrutinised both The Peaceful Pill
Handbook (New Revised International Edition) and The Peaceful
Pill Handbook (Revised New Zealand Edition) and finds both
publications identical in terms of the redactions. It finds the 46
differences between the two publications as set out in paragraphs
3 to 7 inclusive above fo be immaterial in terms of the decision
the Board must make. It is the Revised New Zealand Edition
which is for sale in New Zealand.

The Board unanimously classifies the publication The Peaceful
Pill Handbook (Revised New Zealand Edition) as objectionable
except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons
who have attained the age of 18 years.

Section 3(1)

Gateways

[89]

[90]

In the Court of Appeal decision of Living Word v Human Rights

Action Group (2000) 3 NZLR, 570 hereafter called the Living
Word decision it was determined that the Board must consider
whether the publication passes through one of the “gateways” in
$.3(1) of the Act, and then whether it is considered to be injurious
to the public good.

The Board finds The Peaceful Pill Handbook (Revised New
Zealand Edition) passes through the gateways of crime and
violence in that it “describes, depicts or expresses, or otherwise
deals with” those matters in such a manner that the unrestricted
availability of the publication is “likely to be injurious to the
public good”.

14



[91]

[92]

[93]

Crime

[94]

[95]

The Act does not define the phrase “injurious to the public good”
50 case law is relied upon to assist.

The decisions of Collector of Customs v Lawrence Publishing Co
Limited (1986) 1 NZLR 404 (hereinafter called “the Lawrence
Publishing decision™) assists in defining “injurious to the public
good”. Atp 409 Woodhouse P states:

“The statutory concept requires demonstration that any relevant
material has a capacity for some actual harm in order to justify the
contemplated censorship’.

In The Society for the Promotion of Community Standards Inc v
Everard (1987) 7 NZLR 33 pg 57 (hereinafter called “the Everard
decision”) the issue of likelihood of injury to the public good is
addressed as follows:

“These extracts must now be read in the light of the point very clearly
made by the full Court in Gordon & Gotch that requirements for
discernible injury and capacity for some actual harm do not impose a
procedural or evidential necessity for actual evidence fo that effect.
They are matters which an expert body can establish from its own
Judgment if necessary ... When one considers the likelihood of injury to
the public good, one looks for a likelihood sufficiently real to be
discernible or actual. Mere paranoid possibilities do not suffice... in
the end indecency and within that concept any necessary prerequisites
of injury to the public good to a large extent are less matters of fact
than of judgment. While not quite in the league of the search for love,
beauty, or the meaning of life, the search of injury to the public good in
the end involves a very considerable message of value judgment. That
rider as to mode of proof, which with respect obviously is necessary in
the real world of adjudication, does not destroy the initial thesis
identifying that which must be proved”

The Board considers that if unrestricted, the publication would be
injurious to the public good on the basis that crime per se is
injurious to the public good. Specifically The Peaceful Pill
Handbook (Revised New Zealand Edition) deals with the
importation of class C drugs, the manufacture of drugs, cleaning
up after a voluntary euthanasia, fabricating evidence, conspiring
to defeat justice, and counselling, aiding or abetting a suicide, all
of which are offences under the Crimes Act 1961. The Board
must consider whether the manner in which the crimes are dealt
with in the book is likely to be injurious to the public good.

The Board finds that the manner in which crime is dealt with in
The Peaceful Pill Handbook (Revised New Zealand Edition) is to
concentrate on providing factual and legal advice on the issues
rather than instruction on how to commit the crime or examples
of how such crimes have been committed by others. It is

15



[96]

therefore not likely to be injurious to the public good if it is age
restricted.

It is the Board’s expert opinion, that because of the extent and
nature of discussion of criminal activities in The Peaceful Pill
Handbook (Revised New Zealand Edition), and the manner in
which they are presented, it is “likely to be injurious to the public
good” unless the publication is restricted to those aged 18 years
of age or over. At that age, it is considered people will be able to
deal with the criminal content in a manner commensurate with
their developing maturity.

Violence

[97]

[98]

[99]

The Board considers The Peacefil Pill Handbook (Revised New
Zealand Edition)) also passes through the gateway of violence.

The book deals with hanging, asphyxiation and death by firearms,
although the Board notes this is a relatively minor part of the
book. The issues involving violence are redacted to the extent
that there is insufficient detail to show how to effect the actions,
which would be injurious to the public good.

The Board finds that an age restriction of 18 years would protect
children and young people from the violent content of the
publication. The Board considers persens under 18 would not
generally have the emotional and intellectual development to
place the content of The Peaceful Pill Handbook (Revised New
Zealand Edition) into the appropriate context. It would therefore
be injurious to the public good for the publication to be made
available to children and young people under 18 years.

Section 3(2)

[100]

The Board considered section 3(2)(f) but found that although
extreme violence such as asphyxiation, hanging and death by a
firearm was described, the book did not promote or support, or
tend to promote or support the acts described. The actions
described were clearly not supported or promoted, as they were
described as non-peaceful means of ending life, which is contrary
to the ethos of the book.,

Section 3(3)

[101]

In considering if a classification of other than objectionable is
appropriate the Board must consider s.3(3). The appropriate
sections in respect to The Peaceful Pill Handbook (Revised New
Zealand Edition) are ss.3(3){(a)}((), (i), (¢) and (d).

Section 3(3)(a)(i)

16



[102] The Board has to consider the extent and degree to which, and the
manner in which the publication describes, depicts or otherwise
deals with the infliction of serious physical harm. The Board
accepts that suicide comes within the definition of infliction of
serious physical harm,

[103] The extent and degree to which the publication describes the
infliction of serious harm through suicide is extensive. The
description of suicide, although comprehensive, detailed, clinical,
factual and instructional, is presented in a neutral manner. An
age restriction is, however, appropriate.

Section 3(3)(a)(iii)

[104] The Board considered whether there was physical conduct of a
degrading, dehumanising, or demeaning nature but did not find
the manner in which the publication described the physical act of
suicide was degrading, dehumanising or demeaning. The Board
found that, to the contrary, the topic of suicide was dealt with in a
factual and clinical manner, although at times self-congratulatory.

[105] Once again the Board considered an age restriction of 18 years
would address the issue of younger people not having sufficient
maturity to put the topic of suicide, and the way it was dealt with
in this book, into the appropriate context,

Section 3(3)(c)

[106] The comments in paragraphs [104] and [105] above can also be
applied to section 3(3)(c), in that the manner in which the
publication deals with end of life options is not portrayed in a
way which degrades or dehumanises or demeans any person. It is
presented in part as an option which may enhance humanity.

Section 3(3)(d)

[107] The Board has to consider if the publication promotes or
encourages criminal acts. Neither “promotes” or “encourages”
are defined in the Act. Promotes is defined in the Concise Oxford

Dictionary as “help forward or encourage”. Encourage is
defined in the Concise Oxford Dictionary as “urge, advise,
stimulate by help”.

[108] The Board accepts that the criminal acts referred to in the
publication include:

(a) Smuggling;
(b)  Manufacture and use of illegal drugs;

(c) Removing evidence;
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